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Pauatahanui Residents Association [ DRAFT] 
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held at Lodge at the Inlet, Paekakariki Hill Road at 7.15 pm on Tuesday 28 July 2009.

1. Present

32 people attended. The Chair welcomed Hekia Parata MP, John Burke GWRC Councillor, Euon Murell PCC Councillor, Tim Sheppard PCC Councillor &  Peter Bailey PCC  General Manager Assets & Operations. 

2. Apologies

Wally Brown, Mayor Jenny Brash, Moira Lawler PCC, Peter Matich PCC, Roy Slack, Barbara Hunter, & Mike & Diane Strugnell. 

3. Speakers 
The Chairman introduced the speakers-

3.1. Guest Speaker -  Roger Gascoigne – Radio and Television Broadcaster all his working life, nowadays a Host / Tour Guide at Te Papa Tongarewa, painter,  photographer, & Whitby resident; who gave an entertaining  talk on his life & times as a presenter on radio & television..

3.2. Jason Harvey –Wills, Project Manager, Pauatahanui Village Plan gave an update of the Porirua City Councils actions regarding the Pauatahanui Village Plan. The action plan calls for initiatives by both PCC & PRA, which is recorded in an MOU between the 2 organizations. A number of short term initiatives have already been completed as some funding was immediately available from PCC. Both organizations will continue working on medium & long term initiatives. Rotary has assisted also. Jason expects to present the next stage of the Pauatahanui Inlet Pathway also in the near future. 

3.3. Trevor Farmer, Manager, Porirua Emergency Management Office, gave a  talk on Civil Defence issues, titled “Are we ready?” he emphasised the need for families to have a plan,  to have supplies stored away for an emergency, & to have some method of staying connected if disaster  strikes. PCC is promoting a system called ‘readynet’ which is a secure web based network which is provided free to any site or group within the Council’s area.<www.readynet.co.nz>   Trevor is available & keen to give talks to any community groups on the subject of civil defence. Tel. 237-5089

4. Minutes Minutes of the previous meeting of 31 July 2008 were amended to record that Barbara Donaldson GWRC Councillor, John Burke GWRC Councillor, & Hekia Parata were present. The minutes were then approved.  Moved- Beverly Wakem;. Seconded- Nicky Chapman.

5. Matters arising from the minutes: These were discussed under General Business. 

6.  Annual Report - John Malsher; PRA Chair
This time last year I was here as acting chair having only been involved with the PRA for a short time. I looked back over the 12 months and commented that it had been an exceptional year. A year where the PRA had shown exceptional commitment and dedication to addressing the needs and interests of the community. These last 12 months have shown me that this level of commitment, dedication and passion is far from the exception and is indeed inherent in the team. These past 12 months, like the 12 before, have been busy. Much of this activity goes unnoticed, such as ensuring the majority views of our members are reflected in plan changes, local policy and interaction with other groups. There are more visible projects and activities such as those that attract increased interest from the community, such as wind farms, road safety, the ecology of our environment and provision of services. Other projects such as the village planning are more visible and therefore attract more attention

 The management committee delivers on these objectives by establishing strong relationships with other groups and with Porirua City Council. Together, we’re achieving many things including some that we could not achieve alone. We’re therefore very grateful for the time and effort they commit to us. I’d like to quickly list just a small selection of the project or tasks we’ve been active in.

1.       Battle Hill Farm Management Plan

2.       Charities Commission

3.       Greater Wellington Proposed 10 Year Plan

4.       Draft Long Term Council Community Plan

5.       History of Pauatahanui

6.       Flooding of Pauatahanui Stream

7.       Plan Change 7

8.       Draft PCC Tree and Vegetation Policy

9.       Landscape Character

10.   Health of Pauatahanui Inlet and the wildlife that depends on it

11.   Transmission Gully

12.   Pauatahanui Inlet Walkway

So thank you to the management committee, the team, who drive forward progress, who listen to the community, act selflessly and put in time and effort to make things happen. As members of the PRA, I know we all appreciate your efforts.

7.  Financial statement: Mary Dighton, Treasurer, presented the Audited Financial Statement for the year ending 31 March 2009 which showed a surplus of $4,517 compared with $4,328 for the previous financial year. $1,900 of this is committed to the Pauatahanui History Project. The annual accounts were tabled & accepted. Moved- Beverly Wakem;. Seconded- Nicky Chapman. 
8. Election of  the Management Committee:  John Malsher nominated the following  members for the 9 vacancies on the Management Committee- previous members Ken McAdam, Mary Dighton, Mike Conroy,  Alan Gray, Nicky Chapman,  Kaye Middleton, John Mazenier, & Janet Mazenier; & a new member Anna Dellow.  There were no other nominations & they were elected unanimously. John Malsher paid tribute to the hard work over several years of Lynette Wharfe, a previous Chair  & Management Committee Member.  

9. Election of the Chair: John Malsher explained that as he had moved from the district he was ineligible to stand again. John Mazenier was proposed & elected unopposed to the Chair. Moved Alan Gray; seconded Ken McAdam. Alan Gray proposed a vote of thanks to John Malsher for his good work as Chair which has seen the PRA actively involved in many areas with positive results. Seconded Ken McAdam. 
10. Rule changes for Charitable status: The Chair explained the reason for the proposed rule changes which had been circulated to members before the meeting.  PRA is promoting more activities beneficial to the Community. It could do this more flexibly if it were to raise money from appropriate funding organisations for specific projects. An example is the current Pauatahanui History Project, whereby PRA will act as the umbrella organisation for funding applications for an Historian for the project. A registered charity is likely to have both more appeal for such activities & more freedom from taxation issues in the future. 

Proposed new Rule 3.

 3. Objectives of the organization

a] To act as a voluntary organization supported by its members, to promote development beneficial to the whole community of Pauatahanui, [This includes Pauatahanui, Paekakariki Hill, & Judgeford; all adjacent rural localities of Porirua City] by organizing or participating in projects designed to:
· Maintain or improve the community & its environment for all residents, while preserving its rural character & scenery.

· Promote the advancement of environmental protection or improvement to its rivers & waterways, with particular emphasis on the Pauatahanui Inlet. 

· Encourage residents to preserve and protect its flora and fauna. 

· Preserve, protect and record the unique history of the area, both Maori & European. 

b] To do all of the above in cooperation with existing or new organizations that are involved in each area. 

 c] To cooperate with other Resident Associations in the Porirua area on wider issues involving local residents. 
 d] To do all such things as are incidental or conclusive to the attainment of the above objects. 

Proposed new Rule 26
26. Disposition of Surplus assets
If any property remains after the winding up or dissolution of the Pauatahanui Residents Association, and the settlement of all its debts and liabilities; that property must be given or transferred to another organization that is charitable under New Zealand law and has purposes in the Pauatahanui Area similar to any of those listed in Section 3a.[Objectives of the organization].

Following discussion the Chair put the matter to a vote & the changes were unanimously accepted. 

11. Proposed Puketiro Windfarm update by Nicky Chapman: The Greater Wellington Regional Council (GWRC) and RES NZ (the developer) are still finalising a formal contract after the initial contract was voided following legal proceedings. RES today announced its 'preferred' access route  which is not through Battle Hill Farm Forest Park.  RES does not specify its preferred route - but it will be off the Paekakariki Hill Road &the access point is approximately 4kms from the Pauatahanui Village. If access is approved through this land , the face and shape of the Paekakariki Hill Road will be substantially altered , basically converting it into a major road, affecting every property along the route, including Pauatahanui Village.  RES states that it has 'consulted widely and worked hard to accommodate people's reasonable concerns' but in fact there has been total silence for months & consultation has been minimal. The Porirua City Council has deferred its public deliberations on District Plan Change 7 - Wind Farms - while the Hearings Committee considers the implications of new scientific evidence and public health and safety implications. The main point of interest surrounds the separation distance between a turbine and a property boundary not involved in the wind farm.  The Plan Change recommends 700 metres.  A majority of submitters concur with overseas opinion, including that of the French Medical Academy that the minimum separation distance should be 1.5 kilometres. The footprint still indicates upwards of 50 turbines and includes areas of private land not yet sanctioned by the owners.  RES says it will have a new layout to consult on later this year.  RES cannot apply for a Resource consent for its proposed wind farm until the contractual situation is resolved and its access point is finalised.

12. General Business:
12.1. Pauatahanui History group. Sharon Evans updated the meeting on progress in preparing for publication a history of Pauatahanui. A large amount of material has been gathered. The group is seeking  expressions of interest by historians for writing  the text & is seeking funding for this. Also  Pataka is mounting an exhibition on the Pauatahanui Burial Ground opening on 16th August. 

12.2. Canada Geese; A protected game bird, these geese have flourished in the Wildlife Reserve & are crowding out native bird life & fouling the environment. The Reserve has received permission to cull them during their moult about January when they cannot fly. Residents were asked to contact Roy slack to notify him of whereabouts of the geese colonies. Telephone : 234 8854.   

12.3. Battlehill Hill Farm Forest park: Andrew Nevin introduced himself as the new ranger at the Park & briefly described his & the Parks functions as a public facility. 
The meeting closed at 9.10 pm; followed by refreshments.
John Malsher 

Chair; Pauatahanui Residents Association
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